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England Netball awarded Netball World Cup 2031 to be held at Co-op
Live, Manchester

Strictly embargoed until 10.00am BST Thursday 8" October

World Netball (WN) has today announced that England Netball has been awarded the rights
to host the 18th edition of the Netball World Cup (NWC) in 2031.

The announcement comes in England Netball's centenary year.

The NWC2031 will be the fourth time England has hosted, following the inaugural edition in
Eastbourne in 1963, where England won bronze, Birmingham 1995 and the record-breaking
Vitality NWC2019 in Liverpool.

The pinnacle event, featuring 16 of the world’s best netball nations, will be held at Co-op Live
in Manchester, one of the world’s leading next-generation live entertainment arenas. The
announcement builds on the venue’s history-making Soft & Gentle Netball Super League
Grand Final, where netball became the first ball sport and the first sporting final to be staged
there.

With the backing of UK Sport and Manchester City Council, England Netball set out a clear
vision in their successful bid for the NWC2031, one that aligns powerfully with WN’s strategic
mission to grow, play and inspire.

Through the hosting of the event, WN and England Netball will together lead a Global Netball
Revolution in a city built on innovation, collaboration and courage, to define the next chapter
of WN’s journey, and transcend the power of sport to empower, connect and inspire the
global netball family.

WN President Dame Liz Nicholl DBE said: “On behalf of World Netball | am
delighted to award England Netball the rights to host the Netball World Cup 2031.

“‘England last hosted our pinnacle event the Vitality Netball World Cup in 2019, for
which the legacy still lives on globally through Net2019 legacy projects in Zambia
and Argentina, as well as in Great Britain where 160,000 women were inspired to
start playing or play more netball because of the event.

“After reviewing their strong bid, | am confident England Netball will host another
thrilling international event, and | am excited to see what we can achieve together in
2031 and beyond.”

Baroness Sue Campbell, Chair of England Netball, commented: “As a proud
Northerner, | am absolutely thrilled to see the world’s biggest netball event coming to
Manchester.

“This is a city with an incredible sporting heritage and a real passion for bringing

NETR GBLIVE —%ort



¢ ;NETBA
‘(" WORED CUP EN e

people together through sport.

“To have the best netball players in the world coming to Manchester is a hugely
exciting prospect, and | know the city will give them the welcome they deserve.

“This is a fantastic opportunity not only to showcase our sport on the biggest stage,
but also to inspire the next generation of players and fans.”

Delivered with the backing of UK Sport and Manchester City Council, the NWC2031
aligns with UK Sport’s ambition to bring the biggest and best sporting events to the
UK through its Making Live Sport Matter strategy.

The tournament represents another important milestone in the drive to make the
coming decade one of transformational progress for women's and girls' sport.

Esther Britten MBE, Head of Events and External Affairs at UK Sport, said:
“This is fantastic news for netball, for Manchester and for women’s sport across the
UK.

“The Netball World Cup in 2031 will be a landmark moment in this decade of
women'’s sport for the UK and represents another of the biggest and best sporting
events in the world coming to the UK’s shores.

“Time and again, we’ve seen how major sporting events inspire people, bring
communities together and create unforgettable experiences for fans and | am certain
that Manchester 2031 will do all of that and much more.

“We’re proud to support England Netball in bringing the Netball World Cup back to
the UK and look forward to working with our partners to deliver an outstanding
tournament.”

Mayor of Greater Manchester Bev Craig said: "Hosting the Netball World Cup at
Co-op Live in 2031 will be a landmark moment for Greater Manchester and women’s
sport.

“Building on our city region’s proud sporting heritage and track record of staging
major international events, the tournament will showcase world-class netball from 16
competing countries to a global audience, inspire more people to take part in the
sport and create a lasting legacy for communities across Greater Manchester.

“We look forward to working with England Netball, World Netball and partners to
deliver an unforgettable event."

Councillor Shazia Butt, Executive Member for Culture, Leisure and Libraries,
Manchester City Council said: “We are absolutely delighted that Manchester has
been chosen to host the Netball World Cup in 2031.

“As the home of AO Thunder and a city with a proud tradition of showcasing
women’s sport, this is a tremendous moment for us.
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“Building on the successful staging of the Netball Super League Final at Co-op Live
earlier this year and Manchester’s recent recognition as a Top 10 Global Sporting
City for the eighth-year running, the City continues to strengthen its reputation as a
leading destination for netball, driven by sporting ambition and opportunity.

“We look forward to welcoming the world and delivering an unforgettable celebration
of elite netball and women’s sport.”

Katie Musham, New Event Development for Oak View Group, owner and
operator of Co-op Live, said: “Co-op Live and Oak View Group are delighted to
play our part in bringing the Netball World Cup to the great city of Manchester in
2031.

“Manchester’s sporting legacy is unparalleled, and our home on the Etihad Campus
embodies the energy and prestige an event this stature deserves.

“We look forward to building on successfully hosting the Soft & Gentle Netball Super
League Grand Final this summer and further strengthening our relationship with
England Netball and World Netball, to celebrate the sport, the UK’s globally
renowned sporting infrastructure, and the importance of women in sport.”

WN is progressing the bidding process for further events in its international events
calendar, with the NWC set to take place every two years from 2031 and will share
further updates in due course.

The next edition of the Netball World Cup will be held in Sydney, Australia in just
under one year.
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Media Contact:

World Netball: Sophie.reynolds@worldnetball.sport
England Netball: Laura.Craig@EnglandNetball.co.uk

Notes to Editors:
Netball World Cup

The Netball World Cup (NWC), previously known as the World Netball (WN)
Championships is netball’s pinnacle event owned by WN, and it brings together the
top 16 teams in the world.

The NWC, which first started in 1963, showcases netball around the world through a
range of broadcast partners introducing netball to a whole new audience.

The next NWC will take place in Sydney from the 25" August — 51" September 2027.
Australia are the current World Champions, having beaten England 61 — 45 in the
NWC2023 Final, held in Cape Town, South Africa.

World Netball

World Netball (WN) is the sole, internationally recognised, governing body for netball
affiliated to the Association of Recognised International Sports Federations (ARISF),
receiving funding from the International Olympic Committee.

WN creates a better world through netball, inspiring netballers to embrace
opportunities and achieve their potential. Netball is played in more than 100
countries around the world with 75 National Netball Associations affiliated to WN.
The associations are grouped into five Regions — Africa Netball, Americas Netball,
Asia Netball, Europe Netball and Oceania Netball — each with a respective Regional
Federation. Regional Federations are an integral part of the global governance
structure and assist in the implementation of WN policies and the development of the
sport in their respective regions.

For more information visit www.worldnetball.sport

England Netball

England Netball is the national governing body for England’s joint most regularly
played female adult team sport. It oversees and is responsible for the strategic plan
of the sport across the country. It runs a number of participation programmes
including Walking Netball, Back to Netball, Netball Now, Bee Netball, and Workplace
Netball, amongst others. The Vitality Roses; England Netball’s senior team, are
currently third in the World Netball World Rankings.

For information on England Netball visit: England Netball

Follow: Facebook and Instagram
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