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Procedure for Event Notification and the Appointment of Officials to 
Ranking Matches 
 
Rationale 

A system of ranking the senior teams of member countries that play international matches in Netball was 
established in 2008 (details may be found on the World Netball (WN) web site).  This provides a measure as 
to the relative performances of teams and is used to support events such as seedings for Netball World Cup 
and Commonwealth Games. 

World Netball’s vision is to be a sport that is open to all and inspires netballers to embrace opportunities 
and achieve their potential, with international play being an important component of the strategy.  
Matches between the senior teams of member countries may be used for rankings purposes.  Because of 
the importance of the results of such matches, the standard of officiating must be appropriate to the 
standard of play. Neutral umpires are appointed to reduce the perception of biases. World Netball supports 
the decision to maintain neutrality as a key contributor to the performance outcome. Neutrality promotes 
transparency and lessens the pressure on umpires associated with partisan supporters which may 
negatively impact their performance. Detailed information about Deployment of Umpires and Umpires 
Appointment Panel (UAP) is available in a separate document. 

 

Procedure 

STEP 1 Event Notification 

1.1 Host countries must submit an application to World Netball for matches to be used for 
rankings, and umpire and UAP appointments, which should be submitted in World Netball 
netWorld with the following information in accordance with the specified timeframes. 
Examples of the required information are accessible on the WN Learning Platform. 

 

6 months prior to the event  

Submission of the international event for Sanction 
by WN and approval for inclusion in World Ranking  

• Details required at this stage include host country, 
location(s), dates, and indication of which teams are invited to 
play  

5 months prior to the event  

Submission of documentation to validate the event  • Letter of Agreement (LOA)/Terms of Agreement (TOA) – 
Signed letter of agreement/intent to host/participate for each 
participating country  

4 months prior to the event  

Confirmed information from host • Competition Structure/Management – locations, 
responsibilities, Host Event Manager 
• Marketing/Broadcast plans  
• Event Schedule 
• Commitment to fulfil the requirements outlined in the WN 
Procedure for the Deployment of Umpires and UAP 

Should the information above not be submitted at this stage World Netball cannot progress to appointing 
umpires and UAP 
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2.5 months prior to the event  

Umpire and UAP Appointments Confirmed by World 
Netball  

• Host to contact appointed officials and book flights and 
accommodation  

1 month prior to the event  

Host finalises event planning  
World Netball publicises event as agreed with the 
event hosts 

• Hosts submit evidence that they have fulfilled their 
responsibilities as outlined in the WN Procedure for the 
Deployment of Umpires and UAP  
• Competition Regulations submitted 
• Broadcast/media channels confirmed 

World Netball reserves the right to withdraw the umpire and UAP appointments if the information is not 
available at this stage. 

 
 

1.2 ‘Urgent applications’ (i.e., those made less than 4 months before the event) may be 
considered if all required information is available as outlined, however, umpire and UAP 
appointments may not be possible due to the timeframes  

1.3 Applications will not be considered for events less than 60 days after submission. 
 
STEP 2 Guidelines for Umpire and UAP Appointments 

2.1 All umpires (including reserves) appointed to ranking matches must be neutral. 
2.2 All umpires (including reserves) must be available for all ranking matches at an event. 
2.3 For matches with teams ranked 1 to 10, match umpires should hold the International Netball 

Umpire Award (INUA) or be scheduled to take an INUA test.  
ITIDs could be considered for matches with teams ranked 6 to 10 for development purposes. 

2.4 For matches with teams ranked 11 to 20, match umpires should either hold the INUA or be an 
ITID. 

2.5 For other matches, or when a recommended level of umpire is not available, World Netball  
 may specify requirements that should apply. 

 
STEP 3 Appointment of Umpires and UAP 

3.1 Once the required information is available as outlined the International Officiating Manager 
(IOM) issues a notification as per the World Netball Officials Appointments - Selecting umpires 
for international events and World Netball Officials Appointments - Selecting UAP for 
international events, to enable identification of which umpires and which members of the ITP 
and/or ITP Cadet will be recommended for an event. 

3.2 Umpires and UAP will be invited, from those recommended, preferably at least 3 months 
before the event. 

3.3 World Netball will issue invitations to umpires who must confirm their acceptance within 10 
working days (which includes completing a Netball Specific Fitness Test (NSFT) should that be 
required). 

3.4 World Netball will advise the names of the umpires and UAP with their home (and residential) 
countries at the time they are invited. 

3.5 World Netball will advise the names of the umpires and UAP to the host country and confirm 
these with their home (and residential) countries, once they have all confirmed their 
acceptance. Participating countries, OC, ITP, and ITP Cadets (who are not active IUAs) will also 
be notified of all the appointments. 

3.6 The UAP will assess and, where appropriate, coach umpires’ performances during the 
appointment as per the World Netball Procedure for the Coaching of Umpires on Ranking 
Matches. 


