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EMBARGOED UNTIL WEDNESDAY 14TH JUNE 11:00AM BST 

 

World Netball Appoints Prof. Christa Janse van Rensburg as Chair 

of the World Netball Medical Advisory Panel (MAP) 

 

World Netball is pleased to announce that Prof. Christa Janse van 

Rensburg, from South Africa, has been appointed as Chair of the World 

Netball Medical Advisory Panel (MAP).  

The Panel is responsible for advising the World Netball CEO and Board 

on medical and health and wellbeing issues and works closely with them 

to support the development and implementation of agreed priorities in the 

Strategic Plan.  

Christa has been a member of the panel for two terms of two years, and 

as a qualified Sports Physician, a contributor to many educational 

publications, and Head of the Sports Medicine Section and Full Professor 

at the University of Pretoria, she has a wide range of knowledge, 

experience and leadership skills she can bring to the Panel as the Chair. 

In netball, Christa has been team doctor at a number of events, including 

the All-African Games and Commonwealth Games, and has also provided 

medical support to other sports, notably at the Olympic Games in 2004.  
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Christa will replace Dr Grace Bryant as Chair, who will be retiring from the 

panel after spending one four-year term as Chair, in addition to her 10 

years as a panel member. 

Thanking Dr Grace, World Netball CEO, Clare Briegal said: “Dr Grace has 

been on our Medical Advisory Panel since its inception in 2006. 

“During this time Dr Grace has been instrumental in developing the WN 

Medical Advisory Panel’s role and scope of work, supporting our Members 

and our international events.   

“Dr Grace led the development of the injury reporting and data capture 

through a mobile app and she was Medical Commissioner for the Vitality 

Netball World Cup 2019.   

“In anti-doping she has helped to provide education, to protect the clean 

athlete and the integrity of netball.   

“During the Covid-19 pandemic Dr Grace supported our Back to Netball 

Task Force helping us to develop a return-to-play framework and infection 

control procedures to support our Members. 

“Thank you, Dr Grace, for your commitment to netball and for all that you 

have done to grow our sport and ensure that we remain a leader in good 

governance.” 
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New Chair of MAP, Prof. Christa added: “I feel honoured to be appointed 

Chair of the Medical Advisory Panel for World Netball.  

“I need to fill the big shoes left by Dr Grace Bryant, but I am looking 

forward to it. 

“I want to keep the momentum we have built in the Panel over the past 

few years to service World Netball in an evidence-based way. 

“I also want to help develop the acknowledgement of Netball as a global 

sport by doing and motivating more research in this sport.” 

The recruitment process for members of MAP is now well underway, and 

the new members will be announced in the coming months.  

To find out more about MAP, click here 
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https://netball.sport/inside-wn/committees-and-panels/inf-medical-committee
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Image: 

 

Media Contact: 

Sophie.reynolds@worldnetball.sport  

Notes to Editors: 

World Netball 

World Netball is the sole, internationally recognised, governing body for netball affiliated to GAISF, the 

International World Games Association and the Association of Recognised International Sports 

Federations (ARISF), receiving funding from the International Olympic Committee.  

World Netball creates a better world through netball, inspiring netballers to embrace opportunities and 

achieve their potential. Netball is played in more than 100 countries around the world with 79 National 

Netball Associations affiliated to World Netball. The associations are grouped into five Regions – Africa 

Netball, Americas Netball, Asia Netball, Europe Netball and Oceania Netball – each with a respective 

Regional Federation. Regional Federations are an integral part of the global governance structure and 

assist in the implementation of World Netball policies and the development of the sport in their 

respective regions.  

mailto:Sophie.reynolds@worldnetball.sport
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For more information visit www.worldnetball.sport  

 

http://www.worldnetball.sport/

